
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
         May 19, 2015 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am writing to provide my strongest, positive evaluation of Emily Meineke’s teaching.  I served 
as Emily’s mentor for NC State University’s prestigious Preparing the Professoriate Program.  
Through this year-long program, Emily served as a co-teacher with two faculty, including with 
me in the second (spring) semester.  She also took a year-long training course in advanced 
teaching methods.  During her teaching with me, she developed and led the instruction of her 
own course, including the syllabus, the course objectives, the content, and the course 
requirements, for honors students in our program.  The course was titled “The Ecology of 
Cities”, and served as a bridge between lecture class that was more general and this course that 
dug in more deeply.  Because of demand for this course, combined with student scheduling 
constraints, it actually because two different sections.  In summary, Emily’s course was 
outstanding, and she demonstrated that she is a natural teacher who will excel at any level. 
 
Emily’s most novel and noteworthy contribution across her participation in the teaching program 
was to develop and teach a new course.  To set up the course, I should provide some background 
to its motivation and context.  Although envisioned as a stand-alone effort, we identified that it 
would be more successful reaching its target audience if it was paired with a large survey course 
in Ecology (with lecture and lab).  That course is taught to appeal to a broad audience majoring 
in Biology, and cannot achieve the depth and creativity needed to appeal to top students.  Emily 
developed a course that reflected her novel and emerging interests, and then pitched it as an 
Honors Section for high-achieving and motivated students.  Demand was so high that it attracted 
twenty students.  Given the nature of the course (meant to foster discussion), Emily willingly 
offered two different sections.  Emily constructed the syllabus to enrich topics in the general 
lecture.  She created every element of the course herself: she developed the syllabus, chose the 
readings, and planned and implemented class activities and discussion.  The course covered 
elements across all levels of ecology, from individual behaviors to populations to ecosystems, 
and all in the context of a specific environment: cities. 
 
I attended several class periods.  Each meeting was dynamic and the students were energetic and 
engaged.  Each class period incorporated elements of lecture, centering students on the topic at 
hand and providing content that was challenging, and specifically that needed connection to 
topics in general biology/ecology. But the lecture portion of each period was intentionally 
constrained, to enable active learning through discussion.  The lectures were extremely well 
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constructed and delivered, providing a nice transition from general ecology into cities, and using 
words and graphics creatively and wisely to illustrate complex points.  Emily is extremely clear 
and articulate in her delivery.  In each period I attended, students were eager to contribute, and 
did so at a high level. 
 
What was remarkable to me about Emily’s teaching was her skill at fostering advanced 
discussion.  When the discussion veered in directions that could be distracting, or wallowed in 
details that could be considered mundane, or paused, Emily showed a penchant for making just 
the right comment, reflecting prior student content but advancing student thinking to the next 
comment or question; or when conversation paused, Emily would raise a poignant new question 
that would cause students to re-think, engage, and move discussion forward.  Students seemed at 
the same time at ease during class, and willing to advance to the next level.  Emily’s teaching 
enable students to seize upon their knowledge and advance it, creating an ideal learning 
community. 
 
I observed student’s final presentations.  Here, students were given the task for a final project of 
identifying an interesting ecological question in an urban context, and then to create a 
presentation (with whatever media) to convey the motivation for their project and their findings 
in class. I was astounded by the breadth of topics, ranging from alligators to coyotes to spiders to 
raptors to general principles in urban ecological design.  Presentations varied in quality, but gave 
students the opportunity to consider differences between those that were more and less effective.  
Students were tasked with asking questions and discussing their classmate’s findings.  All along, 
when discussion lulled, Emily was there with in insight based on student presentations to push 
the class forward, and to stimulate discussion.  Helpfully, Emily tied presentation topics back to 
class principles learned in class, or that could become future investigations as students move on 
to higher level training, including in graduate school. 
 
The course was excellent, both in my evaluation and in the view of students.  In their anonymous 
evaluations, students unanimously assigned this course the highest rating, both in the content and 
style of the course, and in Emily’s performance as teacher.  Their written comments reflect their 
admiration of the care Emily took in developing and teaching the course. 
 
And, I will note here that my evaluation of Emily summarizes just half of her year-long teaching 
effort.  In the other half, she worked in another version of this same course with a different 
instructor, there developing computer models that enhance understanding of Ecology.  I will let 
her other mentor comment more heavily on that effort. 
 
In summary, Emily is a natural teacher who will excel at teaching at the university or other level.  
She is an extremely talented and dedicated teacher. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Nick Haddad 
William Neal Reynolds Distinguished Professor 


